Scripture - John 10:1-10 (ERV)
The Shepherd and His Sheep
1 Jesus said, “It is certainly true that when a man enters the sheep pen, he should use the gate. If he climbs in some other way, he is a robber. He is trying to steal the sheep. 2 But the man who takes care of the sheep enters through the gate. He is the shepherd. 3 The man who guards the gate opens the gate for the shepherd. And the sheep listen to the voice of the shepherd. He calls his own sheep, using their names, and he leads them out. 4 He brings all of his sheep out. Then he goes ahead of them and leads them. The sheep follow him, because they know his voice. 5 But sheep will never follow someone they don’t know. They will run away from him, because they don’t know his voice.”
6 Jesus told the people this story, but they did not understand what it meant.
Jesus Is the Good Shepherd
7 So Jesus said again, “I assure you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All those who came before me were thieves and robbers. The sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the gate. Whoever enters through me will be saved. They will be able to come in and go out. They will find everything they need. 10 A thief comes to steal, kill, and destroy. But I came to give life—life that is full and good.

Lesson

How many of you have a dog? I have a  dog named Mac. When we were not at home, Mac stayed in the back yard, but when we got home, I would open the back door and call his name. When I called his name, he would come running.

Do you know what would have happened if you had opened the door and called Mac? Nothing! Mac would not come because he didn't know you and wouldn't recognize your voice. Sometimes I would open the back gate and call Mac to take him for a walk. If a stranger had come to the gate and called him, do you think Mac would come to him? No way! A dog knows his master's voice and will only do what his master tells him to do.

Did you know that same thing is true of sheep? Jesus said that sheep know the shepherd's voice and they will follow him. He then went on to say that he is the shepherd and we are his sheep. If Jesus is our master, we will know his voice and will do what he wants us to do. Sometimes, other people will try to get us to do something we should not do. If Jesus is our master, we won't listen to their voice. Sometimes, Satan tries to get us to do something that we should not do. If Jesus is our master, we won't listen to Satan's voice.
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GET ACTIVITIES TO SHARE
The shepherd always wants what is best for his sheep. He leads them into green pastures where they have plenty to eat. He leads them to water so that they have plenty to drink. He leads them to the shelter where they will be safe from the storm. Jesus wants what is best for us. He said that he came so that we could have life and have it abundantly. We will, if we listen to his voice and follow him.
Thought for the day - People call or whistle for their pets and parents call for their children.  We can tell from such calls not only who is being called, but what is expected, even how the caller is feeling at the moment.  Compare these calls with the shepherd calling the sheep to the sheepfold and with God calling us and knowing us each by name. We have to be like sheep that follow only the voice of their shepherd.
Prayer

 Jesus, you are the good shepherd and we are your sheep. Help us to listen to your voice and to follow you. Amen.
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John 10:1-10

1. am the door; it any man enters in by me, he shall be

. and shall go in and go out, and shall find pas-
ture.

2. The gate is the only right way into the sheepfold, only a
___ and robber would enter in another way.

3. Jesus announced to the crowd, ‘I am the door of the

4. Just prior to Jesus making the statement, I am the
door”, He had healed a____ man.

7. Jesus is the way, the truth, and the ___.

Down

1. Jesus knew that the people who stood before Him were
like sheep without a

5. "And in none other is there salvation: for neither is there
any other ____ under heaven, that is given among men,
wherein we must be saved.”

6. John 10 can be found in which testament?
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John 10:1-10 King James Version (KJV)
1 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber.  2 But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep.  3 To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out.  4 And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice.  5 And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers.  6 This parable spake Jesus unto them: but they understood not what things they were which he spake unto them.  7 Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep.  8 All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them.  9 I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.  10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.
CIRCLE THE CORRECT WORD:
1.

"Most assuredly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the (DOOR, WINDOW), but

climbs up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber." JOHN 10:1

2.

"But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep." JOHN 10:2
TRUE OR FALSE

3.

"To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his

own sheep by name and leads them out." JOHN 10:3

TRUE OR FALSE

CIRCLE THE CORRECT WORDS:
4.

"And when he brings out his own sheep, he goes before them; and the sheep

follow him, for they know his (NAME, VOICE)." JOHN 10:4

5.

"Then Jesus said to them again, 'Most assuredly, I say to you, I am the door of the

(HOUSE, SHEEP).' " JOHN 10:7

6.

"I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture."

JOHN 10:9

TRUE OR FALSE
CIRCLE THE CORRECT WORDS:
7.

"I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His (LIFE, TIME) for the sheep." JOHN 10:11

8.

"I am the good shepherd; and I (KNOW, SEE) My sheep, and am (KNOWN, SEEN) by My own."

JOHN 10:14

9.

"As the Father knows Me, even so I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the

(HIRELING, SHEEP)." JOHN 10:15
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Dot to Dot

Connect the dots to complete the picture.
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The Shepnerd ana His Sheep

His sheep follow him because they know his voice.
John 10:4b (NIV)

The puzzle is based on John 10:1-10 (NIV)

John 10:1-10
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