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The Witness 
Summer 2014 Edition 

 
Minister:  Rev. Dr. Alice Anderman        Music Director:  Rosalea Kimball       Office Administrator:  Cyndi Hall  

 

 

Pastor’s Reflections 

Dear friends, 

On a cold winter’s night Dave and I went to the Waterville Opera to listen 

music by Paul Stookey and David Mallett.  They sang old songs, new songs, 
told stories about Maine and beyond. We were filled with memories as we 
listened to their music, much of what we heard when we were in college. 

One of my favorite songs they sang that night was the Garden Song written by 
David Mallett.  I found myself humming this song as I worked in the garden 

when I got home from our Honduras Mission Trip.  When we left on a cold 
night in April, the garden was mostly brown, the grass had not grown or turned 
green, and patches of snow still covered some of the lawn and garden.  

However when I got home after ten days away warm sunny weather and some 
rain brought new life and hope to our grass and gardens.  The grass was 

turning green and some of our perennials were starting to leaf out.   

Remember how the Garden Song goes: 

Inch by inch, row by row, gonna make this garden grow 

All it takes is a rake and a hoe and a piece of fertile ground 

Inch by inch, row by row, Someone bless these seeds I sow 
Someone warm them from below Till the rain comes tumblin' down 

Pullin' weeds and pickin' stones, man is made of dreams and bones 
Feel the need to grow my own 'Cause the time is close at hand 

Grain for grain, sun and rain find my way in nature's chain 

Tune my body and my brain to the music from the land 

Plant your rows straight and long, temper them with prayer and song 

Mother Earth will make you strong if you give her love and care 

Old crow watchin' hungrily from his perch in yonder tree 

In my garden I'm as free as that feathered thief up there 

Inch by inch, row by row, gonna make this garden grow 
All it takes is a rake and a hoe and a piece of fertile ground 

Inch by inch, row by row, Someone bless these seeds I sow 
Someone warm them from below Till the rain comes tumblin' down 

Imagine that the garden song could be about our church community and the 
work that God calls us all to do. 
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Let’s think of our church as God’s garden.  In the garden there are perennials 
that we may have planted or maybe someone before us planted them.  Every 

year they come up, leaf out, and flower.  We depend on those perennials that 
weather through long cold winters with their deep roots in the ground to leaf 
out, flower and bring beauty and depth to our church garden. 

We often have a story to tell about our perennials.  They help us remember 
about our traditions and connect us with those saints who have blessed us 

throughout the years. I am always excited when the perennials come up in the 
spring.  They fill me with hope that the work I have done in the past - hoeing, 
raking, fertilizing -makes them strong for today and the future. 

Each year I plant new seeds and seedlings in my garden.  They need extra care 
and attention to help them root and grow.  I love the new 
colors and shapes and textures that they bring to my garden.  

They with the perennials form a wonderful mix of old and 
new, tradition and hope, to my garden.  Sometimes I see my 

garden needs something more – new flowers, new seeds – and 
I plant again and again and again. 

Inch by inch, row by row, my garden grows and I am blessed by its beauty. 

Imagine that we are God’s garden in Winthrop.  Some of us are perennials, 
some of us are seedlings, some of us are busting out in leaf and flower, and 
some of us are seeds just waiting to sprout.  All of you are wonderful and 

blessed. 

I am thankful I could tend your garden with you these last four 

years.  I have been blessed to plant seeds with you and watch 
them grow.  Inch by inch and row by row we have planted seeds 
of love, hope, healing, and justice.  And many of those seeds have 

grown and blossomed. 

There is always more work to do – more planting, hoeing, raking, fertilizing.  

Your garden will grow with love and care, dreams and bones, prayer and song.  
The old and the new, deep roots and hopes for the future are part your 
Winthrop garden.  The sun will warm you, the rains will refresh you and God 

will care for you all and give you love and care.  

Inch by inch, row by row, your garden grows and is always in God’s hands. 

With God’s love and hope for us all,  

 

Alice 
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Summer Hours for Worship – 9:30 am 

Starting June 8th, worship services will begin at 9:30 each Sunday continuing 

through Labor Day Weekend.  Worship returns to 10 am on Sunday September 

7th. 

Farewell Luncheon for Rev. Alice 

June 8th will be Rev. Alice’s final Worship Service.  Join us after worship as we 

celebrate and reminisce about our years with Rev. Alice and wish her well in 
her retirement.  Lunch will consist of cold soups, salads, and quiche. A food 

sign-up sheet has been posted on the kitchen door in the Fellowship Hall. 

Search Committee News 

The Search Committee is excited to unanimously recommend the Rev. 

Christina Cataldo as our next minister.  She brings compassion, visioning, 
enthusiasm and a desire to help each of us on our spiritual journey.  Chrissy is 
energized to build upon the vision we established in the past year’s planning 

sessions. 

Chrissy grew up in Tennessee, earned a Bachelor of Arts at Berea College in 
Kentucky, Masters of Divinity at Wake Forest School of Divinity and just 

completed a Masters of Sacred Theology from Chicago Theological Seminary.  
In January, she and her wife Tasha moved to Waterville, where they are 
currently renting a home and where Tasha is a geology professor at Colby 

College. 

Chrissy’s primary experience has been as a chaplain in various settings, 
including demanding work in hospice care.  Visitations and caring for her 

congregation will be high priorities in her ministry.  She will work with us as a 
congregation to establish a vision for our church, and then she will help us 
implement it.  Community mission work is also of great interest and matches 

our previously expressed goals. 

On June 14th we will have two opportunities to meet and greet Rev Chrissy and 
Tasha. If it is good weather, please stop by our church camp, Whispering Pines, 

anytime from 2:00 to 4:00 PM to visit.  There will be a potluck supper at 5:30 
in the fellowship hall.  As usual, bring your place setting and dessert will be 
provided.  This will be a time of fellowship, talk with Chrissy, she can tell us 

about herself and why she has chosen our church.  On June 15th, Chrissy will 
lead worship.  A Congregational meeting will immediately follow worship where 

a vote will be held to call Rev Chrissy as our next permanent pastor. 

From the Board of Church and Community Concerns 

On March 11, Mother's Day, we had a special offering for Blanket Sunday 
during which we collected $140.00. 

On June 15, Father's Day, we will have a special collection to support campers 

who want to go to Pilgrim Lodge. 

Thank you for your continued support of our Church World Service and local 
missions.  For a small church, we do so much to share our faith and good will 

Carol Whittier, Chair 

We are an Open and Affirming Church 
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Summer Fair 

Please save the date of July 26th for our 
Summer Fair. We will be having a 
Luncheon and Silent Auction along 
with our traditional tables of Baked 
Goods, Needle & Thread, RADA Cutlery, 
Jewelry, Books, and Second Time 
Around items. Plan to help out or stop 
by that day to support one of the 
church’s big fundraisers. We usually 
have a great time, so come join the fun! 
We look forward to another successful 
event. 

Art Show Luncheon on the Lawn 

& Bake Sale 

Please save the date of Aug 16th for our 
next big fundraiser. In conjunction with 
the Winthrop Art Show, we will again 
host our “Luncheon on the Lawn” and 
Bake Sale. We will offer Lobster rolls, 
Chicken salad rolls, and lots of baked 
goodies. Come and check out the art 
work along Main Street and stop by for 
lunch and baked goods. We hope to see 
you then! 

 

From the Treasurer 

At the end of April, total income was $625 less than budget.  Total offerings were 
$48 more than budget.  Fund raisers were $605 less than budget.  Total expenses 

were $2,193 less than budget.  Fuel oil was $969 higher than budget. Overall 
during the first four months of the year our expenses exceeded our income by 

$6,316. 

During the summer, I’d like to urge everyone to try to stay current with your 
church pledges.  Your financial support will help the church cover its financial 

obligations.  If your summer plans take you away from attending Church, you can 

drop your pledge envelope in the mail or drop it off at the Office during the week. 

Women’s Guild 

The CWS Material Aid Kits were taken to the Woodfords Congregational Church 
UCC in Portland for pick up.  We donated 17 school kits and 16 hygiene kits! 

About 18 ladies met at the Readfield Emporium for dinner on May 22.  From all 
reports, everyone had a wonderful time!  

We will say our fond goodbyes to Rev. Alice on June 8th with a worship 

service together at 9:30 followed by a farewell luncheon and program in 
the Fellowship Hall. 

Barbara Enman's Memorial Service will be at 11am on June 14th with 

a reception following.  Please sign up to help with the luncheon by giving 
donations of food, money and/or your services.  We are expecting about 75 people! 

On June 26 the Guild will meet at Ann Mitchell's home where we will plan a 

summer get-together at the church camp.  By then, hopefully, we will have some 
sun and warm weather! 

Carol Whittier, President 

CE Matters 

June 1st will be the last week for Sunday School before Summer Break.  Nursery 

Care and general play time will be available during worship during the summer. 
Congratulations to the following High School Graduates: Amanda Burke, Rachel 

Gilbert, and Jared Hanson. 
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2014 Kennebec Valley Association Honduras Mission Trip 

The Honduras Mission Trip was successful and very rewarding. 

The church’s web page has a blog page at http://www.wccucc.org/2014-honduras-
mission-trip-blog.   In case you missed them, here are two blogs posted after we 
returned. 
 

We helped build a foundation to help start our Honduran partners on the 
path of their vision for the future. 
 
 

 

 

We conducted three medical clinics and saw 150 
patients. 
 

 

 
We brought about 300 pounds of medical supplies, school supplies and gifts. 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

The Honduras Partnership Committee of the ME Conference is hosting a 4-person Honduran 

worship band called “La Vid” in June. They will play at Pilgrim Lodge June 24th for the 
campers. Public performances will be at various UCC churches; June 20th in Wilton, June 21st 

in Dover-Foxcroft, June 27th in Waterville, and June 28th in Westbrook. Churches are being 

asked to host and feed the group. Watch for more details so you don’t miss this special 

opportunity!  

http://www.wccucc.org/2014-honduras-mission-trip-blog/2014-kennebec-valley-association-honduras-mission-trip
http://www.wccucc.org/2014-honduras-mission-trip-blog
http://www.wccucc.org/2014-honduras-mission-trip-blog
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BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

June Birthdays June Anniversaries 

1 Alfred Pettengill 6/15/53    George & Ethel Maxim 
4 Jared Hanson 6/24/    John & Ann Mitchell 

16 Marie Hatfield 6/22/72     Hariph & Ginger Smith 
21 Nancy Ponzetti-Dyer   

July Birthdays  July Anniversaries 
1 Margaret Imber 7/2/76 Bill & Becky Gillespie 

2 Don Edgar 7/4/53  Fred and Marlene Douglas 

9 Amy Tague 7/8/78 Dana and Cyndi Hall 

13 Ron Dyer 7/25/92 Roger & Sue Hanson 

17 Dayle Ashby 7/28/75 Peter & Marie Hatfield 
18 Rosalea Kimball   

22 Chris Smith   

24 Sue Hanson   

27 Alan Ellingwood   

31 John Mitchell   

August Birthdays August Anniversaries 
10 Linda Ruman 8/24/96 Eric Conrad & Barbara Walsh 

 Becca Irwin   

13 Lee Gilman   

 Barbara Walsh   

16 Lisa deWolfe   
 Charlie Gove   

 Hariph Smith   

18 Chris Dyer   

21 Mary Gove   

 Erin Putman-Labbe   

 Darren Hatfield   
22 Joe Dressler   

25 Martha Payne   

 Diane Richardson   

26 Julie deWolfe    

 Marianne Martin   

30 Doug Whittier   

 

Check us out on 

 

Visit us at 

http://www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=lf#!/pages/Winthrop-
Congregational-Church/146739145356709 

http://www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=lf#!/pages/Winthrop-Congregational-Church/146739145356709
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=lf#!/pages/Winthrop-Congregational-Church/146739145356709
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=lf

