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The Witness 
Fall 2013 Edition 

 
Open and Affirming 

Minister:  Rev. Dr. Alice Anderman        Music Director:  Rosalea Kimball       Office Assistant:  Cyndi Hall 

 

 

 

Editor’s Note: Rev. Alice is under the weather and was not able to submit an article.  The 
following is a reprint from last fall’s edition of “The Witness” 

Pastor’s Reflections 

There’s change in the air.  One day it is like summer and the next day we feel 
hints of fall.  I usually wish summer would never end, but I must admit that 

fall is beautiful.  Sometimes I ask people what is their favorite season and often 
the answer is fall.  The leaves on the trees change from shades of green to a 

rainbow of colors.  The air changes from hot to crisp.  The plants we have 
nourished and cared for over the summer produce fruits and vegetables.  There 
is definitely beauty in change. 

Think of trees.  Every season they change.  In winter we see white snow 
covering their branches.  In spring we see tiny buds open and small leaves on 

the branches.  And then in summer the dark green leaves provide shade for us 
and a hiding place for birds and squirrels.  With fall comes the burst of 
dazzling colors.  Yes, there is a beauty in change. 

The trunk, branches, and roots of trees are there through all the 
changes of the seasons. The roots nurture the tree as it grows taller 
and wider through the years. The branches hold nests of young birds, 

little squirrels, and lots of tiny bugs.  New branches grow out from the 
trunk; new growth sprouts out from the branches. 

In the old My Confirmation Book there is a picture of a tree.  The roots of the 
tree are marked with Jesus, the Jewish religion and Greek ways of thinking.  
The day of Pentecost is at the bottom of the trunk.  The Armenian, Coptic 

(Egyptian) and Nestorian Churches that started in 400 – 600ce branch out 
from the main trunk.  Around 1100 the trunk splits in two with the Roman 

Catholic on the larger trunk and the Eastern Orthodox on smaller trunk.  
Branches representing Lutherans, Moravians, Congregationalists, Reformed, 
Presbyterian, Baptist, Church of England, Methodists sprout out from the 

Catholic trunk.  Russian Orthodox sprouts out from the Eastern Orthodox 
trunk. Today there are many more branches on this Christian tree that is 

nourished with the teachings of Jesus. The church has changed and grown in 
the past and continues to change and grow today.  This affirmation made by 
one of the founders of the Congregational tradition, John Robinson, speaks to 

us today. 
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THERE IS YET MORE LIGHT AND TRUTH TO BREAK FORTH FROM GOD'S HOLY 
WORD. The church today is rooted in the past, but continues to grow new branches 

now.  We remember our traditions and at the same time are open to changes today 
that sprout from the same trunk of God’s love. 

As you watch the leaves change this fall from green to reds, yellows, oranges, and 
brown, may you be thankful to God for the beauty of change and the promise of 
God’s love for all. 

Autumn blessings, Alice 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

† World Communion Sunday and Deacons’ Love Fund Collection: 
Oct 6 

† Oct 12 Church Camp Close Up:  9 am- noon – help close up 

Whispering Pines for the winter. 

† Oct 14: Roxanne French will be our guest preacher while Rev. Alice is on vacation 

† Oct 20: Worship Service will include a rite to dedicate the Search Committee 

† Ordination of Joseph Dressler: October 20 3:00 pm in the Sanctuary followed by a 

reception in the Fellowship Hall 

† Prayer Group Roxanne French leads a prayer group on Tuesdays, noon – 1:00 pm. 

† November 10: Fall Kennebec Valley Association Meeting: Pittsfield UCC 

1:30pm: Registration with Meeting and Program at 2:00pm 
 

From the Moderator 

The treasurer’s report through August 31st shows that expenses are on budget but 
we are behind on income.  Offerings are behind projections a total of $4,500 with 

the largest share, $3,200, being pledges; fundraisers are a little behind projections; 
camp donations and miscellaneous contributions are behind by $700 and 
investment income is behind budget by $450.  Funds were transferred from savings 

to the checking account to pay bills and maintain cash flow this summer. 

It would help greatly if we could all catch up with pledges.  Also, remember to 

purchase Hannaford cards for your groceries from Carol Ellingwood as the church 
receives income through these sales.  Hannaford cards income is included in the 
fundraiser budget line. 

 

From the Treasurer 

At the end of the August, total income was $8,028 less than budget.  Total offerings 

were $4,555 less than budget.  Fund raisers were $2,317 less than budget.  At the 
end of August, total expenses were $1,283 less than budget.  Overall during the first 
eight months of the year our expenses exceeded our income by $9,914.  To date this 

year, I have had to borrow $10,000 from savings to pay our bills.  I hope to pay 
some of this back by the end of the year. 

It appears that our budget for this year was too optimistic with respect to 
income projections for the year.  If current trends continue, income 
projections for next year’s budget will need to be revised downward, and 

our expenses will need to be reduced in order to balance the budget.  
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Hannaford Gift Cards Sales 

The Hannaford gift cards continue to be popular with many members who purchase 
on a weekly or bi-monthly basis.  Sales were up this summer with the need to 

increase orders.  Income has already reached $2,000 as of mid September so we are 
ahead by $300 of the same time last year.  To date, this fundraiser has earned 
$5,675 for our church since it began in May, 2011, and 61 orders have been placed. 

Cards are always available on Sundays in increments of $50, $100 and $200 
amounts.  Cards can be purchased in smaller amounts if requested.  Always easy to 
use without having to write checks or have charge slips to contend with and a great 

way to budget out for groceries!  I am always happy to deliver cards week days if 
needed. 

This is the one fundraiser that no one has to be solicited, bake or work on and every 
time you purchase groceries, you are earning money for your church! 

Carol Ellingwood 
 

Pie Sale 

Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! 

The Second Annual Pie Sale was held on Saturday, September 28th on the church's 

front lawn. It was a beautiful sunny fall day and a great success, thanks to the 
many people who generously contributed as either a baker or a 
buyer!  With 61 pies made by 26 enthusiastic bakers, we sold out in 

2 1/2 hours!  We GREATLY appreciate the time and effort people 
spent baking-from novice to seasoned bakers - who filled our tables 
with a wide variety of dessert pies, savory pies, and meat pies! Our 

fundraising total for this event, which was held on a day with several other 
conflicting fall festivals, was $781.00!  Thank you all! 

Debbie Burns 

 

Honduras Mission Trip 

The Kennebec Valley Association is planning a mission trip to 
Roatán, Honduras April 28 to May 7, 2014.  We will work with 
our Honduran partners at La Nueva Vida to help them add 

to the church building that the Winthrop Congregational 
UCC Church helped move to a new location in June of 

2012. We hope to have a medical mission and to help at two 
schools in the Coxen Hole area. 

The KVA team is firming up with definite commitments from 10 people and three 

other persons who may also accompany us.  As of now the team includes a 
translator and a nurse to do our medical clinic. 

The team will need to raise funds for the trip. Details about a fund raising project 

will be coming soon.   
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CE MATTERS 

We had a somewhat busy summer. Rev. Alice and Rev. Dave collaborated with the 
Christian Ed Committees in Winthrop and Waterville for a confirmation class at our 

Whispering Pines camp. They spent three days with the girls exploring God, Jesus 
and the Holy Spirit and Church. A great time was had by all and Ruth Ann was 
confirmed on Rally Day, September 15th. She was presented with a wooden cross to 

hang on her bedroom wall. 

The Christian Ed Committee is hoping to have a basket in the Narthex for sharing of 
Religious Books. Keep an eye out for our own little library. 

Roxanne will continue the Bible Study on Aging and Spirituality. Feel free to contact 

her for more details. We would also like to know if you would be interested in a 
Bible Study in the evening or on weekends so that it would be available to those 
members who work during the day. Please let anyone on the Christian Ed 

Committee know if there is some interest. 

Sunday School has started and nursery care is now provided every week.  As 
always, we need teachers and helpers in the Sunday School.  Please let us know if 

there is a week that you are available to teach or help with the children. 

Board of Christian Education 

Susan Mauro, Cyndi Hall, Sharon Coulton, Margaret Imber, and Roxanne French 
 

From the Board of Church and Community Concerns 

The annual stewardship drive will begin early next week when you will 
receive your stewardship letter and pledge form.  The theme this year is 

"Surprising Gifts" - gifts that we give and then turn around and give us 
something in return!  Stewardship Sunday will be October 20th.  Rev. 

Alice and the BCCC are planning a unique service and the Choir will be 
singing special music.  Please join us on that Sunday and bring your 
pledge form with you! 

Our annual food drive will take place in November!  We support our local food 

pantry all year long with workers and donations, but around the holidays families 
need our additional support. 

Submitted by Carol Whittier 
 

Sanctuary, Narthex and Foyer Visioning Committee 

The Sanctuary, Narthex and Foyer Visioning Committee made several 

recommendations for improvements, the most notable being to patch and repaint 
the sanctuary ceiling and walls; replace the carpeting or refinish the original pine 

floor depending what we find after pulling up the carpet; installing hand rails up to 
the alter; repainting and replacing the carpet in the narthex and front lobby.  With 
earlier donations made for this project and memorial donations over the last few 

years we have about one half of the estimated $24,000 needed for this project. 

Donations or additional memorial contributions to the project would be very much 
appreciated. 

Mike 
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Search Committee 

The Search Committee started work this summer and now that fall is here is 
meeting regularly in our search for a new minister when Rev. Alice retires in June 

2014.  Surveys have been distributed to learn more about the congregation and help 
guide us as to what you believe is important for us to consider and a perspective 
minister to understand about our congregation.  If you haven’t received a survey, 

please contact the church office.  We are working on our profile that will describe 
our congregation.  Our goal is to be well along in the search process by June.  

Committee members are Eric Payne, Wendy Dennis, Dana Hall, Sharon Coulton, 
Eric Conrad and Mike Burns. 

On Sunday, September 29th, we held another discussion session to look toward the 

future and our challenges and opportunities as a congregation.  We reviewed 
mission opportunities that we discussed in session #2.  Thanks to all who have 

participated. 

Mike 

 

Next Newsletter Deadline: November 19, 2013 

 

October Birthdays November Birthdays 

1 Sonny Maxim 7 Roger Hanson 

 Christopher Martin-McNaughton 12 Pamela Hadley 

7 Kara Hiendlmayr 13 Ted LaCrone 

11 Rick McNaughton 22 Dana Hall 

16 Wendy Dennis 25 Fred Douglas 

22 Joshua Martin-McNaughton 28 Melissa deWolfe 

24 Wendy Wagner 29 Justin deWolfe 

26 Jamie Martin-McNaughton  Ginny Webb 

31 Ginger Smith   

 

Soup Recipes 

Recipe for the soups served at the September 29th Search discussion session 

Chicken Tortellini Soup from “The Best of Country Cooking 1999” 

2 cans (14 ½ ounces each) chicken broth 

2 cups water 
1½ cups frozen mixed vegetables 
3 boneless skinless chicken breast halves, cut into 1 inch cubes 
1 package (8-9 ounces) refrigerated cheese tortellini 
2 celery ribs, thinly sliced 
1 teaspoon dried basil 
½ teaspoon dried oregano 
½ teaspoon garlic salt 
¼ teaspoon ground pepper 
In a 3-quart saucepan, combine the first 10 ingredients; bring to a boil. Reduce heat; cover 
and simmer for 20 minutes. Serve with breadsticks if desired. Yield: 8 servings (2 quarts). 
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Pasta E Fagioli Soup in a Crock Pot 

2 lbs ground beef 

1 onion, chopped 
3 carrots, chopped 
4 stalks celery, chopped 

2 (28 ounce) cans diced tomatoes, undrained 
1 (16 ounce) can red kidney beans, drained 

1 (16 ounce) can white kidney beans, drained 
3 (10 ounce) cans beef stock 
3 teaspoons oregano 

2 teaspoons pepper 
5 teaspoons parsley 
1 teaspoon Tabasco sauce (optional) 

1 (20 ounce) jar spaghetti sauce 
8 ounces pasta 

Directions: 

Brown the beef in a skillet.  Drain fat from beef and add to crock pot with everything 
except pasta.  Cook on low 7-8 hours or high 4-5 hours.  During last 30 min on 
high or 1 hour on low, add pasta. 

 

Women’s Guild 

Next meeting will be at Carol Whittier’s home on October 24th at 6:30 pm and will 

include elections.  There will be no meetings in November or December, although a 
December Holiday outing may occur.  Meetings will resume in January :January 

23rd at Jean Doughty’s home, February 27th at Cyndi Hall’s home. 

 

“Flower gals” for Altar Flowers are: 

October – Carol Whittier 
November – Marie Hatfield 
December – Guild Effort 

January – Cyndi Hall 
February – Lee Gilman 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.food.com/library/beef-199
http://www.food.com/library/onion-148
http://www.food.com/library/carrot-213
http://www.food.com/library/celery-216
http://www.food.com/library/tomato-151
http://www.food.com/library/kidney-bean-401
http://www.food.com/library/cannellini-bean-448
http://www.food.com/library/oregano-334
http://www.food.com/library/pepper-337
http://www.food.com/library/parsley-171
http://www.food.com/library/tabasco-sauce-743
http://www.food.com/library/pasta-273
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Word Search Puzzle 
From www.geocities.com/lectionarypuzzles/ 

Free to distribute for free with this notice 

 

Find words in a straight line in all directions 
 

 

Philippians 4:8  Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever 
is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is 
any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 

(NRSV) 
 

Word List 
 

PHILIPPIANS COMMENDABLE EXCELLENCE HONORABLE 
WHATEVER PLEASING ANYTHING FINALLY 
BELOVED WORTHY THINGS PRAISE 
THINK THESE THERE ABOUT 
TRUE PURE NRSV JUST 
AND OF 

 

 

 

 

 

E T W J H S K E B F E 
Z U O U O N W S E I L 
G O R S N A H E L N B 
N B T T O I A H O A A 
I A H H R P T T V L D 
S B Y E A P E H E L N 
A N D R B I V I D Y E 
E X C E L L E N C E M 
L P U R E I R K O F M 
P A N Y T H I N G S O 
E S I A R P V S R N C 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winthrop Congregational Church, UCC 

10 Bowdoin Street 
Winthrop, Maine 04364 

Check us out on 

 

Visit us at 

http://www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=lf#!/pages/Winthrop-Congregational-

Church/146739145356709 

http://www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=lf#!/pages/Winthrop-Congregational-Church/146739145356709
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=lf#!/pages/Winthrop-Congregational-Church/146739145356709
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=lf

